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The inconveniences attending this are many, and
sometimes fatal to the poor weaver; for now he is
obliged to engage a third man for security of the
money; and such friends being not easy to be had,
or at least not often, he is put to this difficulty;
that he goes to some debtor of his own who owes
liim money, and in that case cannot well refuse him;
but if the debtor be a good man, as it is called
in trade, then he will be sure to keep back so much
of the debt in his hand to secure himself till the
bill is paid; and so the poor weaver is obliged to
have two debts abroad, or standing out together, to
secure the payment of one.

But, on the other hand, if the borrowed endorser
be but a dull paymaster himself; then he fails not to
make the favour granted be an excuse for delaying
his own payment; and so at the same time that he
is a borrower himself, becomes a lender in one
sense, that is to say, he is debtor and creditor too;
but the poor weaver is still oppressed, to be sure,
let it go which way it will.

There is yet another case, which often pinches
him still harder ; if he cannot get a particular friend
to endorse the bill for him, or a debtor, then he
comes into a fatal confederacy with another trades-
man in like circumstances with himself; and he
having endorsed for the weaver, the weaver does
the like for him, and so they change endorsements;
blending not their credit only, but even their for-
tunes together, till at last he finds himself insensibly
involved, and it is ten to one but a disaster follows,
and it is much if they do not fall together.

It is not easy to reckon up the complication of
mischiefs which this joining together to endorse
bills brings upon a trader ; for it is, in a word, one
of the worst ways of being bound ; it is, as Solomon
calls it, a striking hands with a stranger: and if the